ELLEN   TERRY
Shakespeare has drawn with the rich palette of the Italian Renaissance. The witty strife between Beatrice and Benedick was splendidly rendered by the two players, and one was astonished that the satire of an Elizabethan play should seem as new and fresh as it did at the Lyceum in the year 1882. After two hundred and twelve performances "Much Ado About Nothing" was withdrawn, not merely in theatrical parlance, but in sober fact, in the height of its success. It has been revived many times since then, and in some of the revivals Miss Winifred Emery has played Hero with a delicate distinction worthy of the " buoyant and sparkling Beatrice of Ellen Terry.
During the run of " Much Ado About Nothing/' the first visit of the Lyceum Company to America, which will be dealt with in another chapter, was arranged. I n the months of June and July, 1883, nearly all the plays in the Lyceum repertoire were put in the bill, and acted with the utmost care, 172